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HAPPY NEW YEAR
Welcome to 2020, a New Year and a new decade. I hope
you enjoyed Christmas and New Year, but I also think
about those who do not always find it an easy time of year.
I posted an end of year review for 2019 on to my website
and you can read that here.
The political year has not started well with the alarming
escalation of tensions in Iran, and the terrible suffering in the
Australian wildfires. These events provide much food for
thought as we move in to 2020 though my main focus
remains on the Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney constituency.

ROYAL ASSENT FOR
VOTES AT 16

Royal Assent has now been given to the Senedd and Elections
(Wales) Act which provides votes for 16 and 17 year olds at the
next Senedd elections in 2021.
The Act will also see AMs retitled as “Members of the Senedd” (MS) /
Aelod o’r Senedd (AS) and the Assembly will become officially known
as “Senedd Cymru – Welsh Parliament”. Most people will in practical
terms refer to the “Senedd”.
The changes will take place On 6th May 2020 which means they will
become in common usage before the Senedd elections in May 2021.

CHOOSE
WELL
One of the campaigns that I try
to promote at this time of year
is the “Choose Well” campaign.
We all know that the emergency
departments in our hospitals
can be subject to seasonal
demands especially, though not
exclusively, in the winter
months.
The “Choose Well” campaign
reminds us that depending our
symptoms there are a range of
opportunities to get advice about
our health including community
pharmacies and minor injury
units. It means we all play our
small part in helping the Welsh
NHS cope with the extra demands.

MEMBER OF
SENEDD CYMRU
In line with the forthcoming change to
our titles I am now heading the monthly
report as my Senedd report, and
reporting as the Member of Senedd for
Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney.
Hopefully this will start to help getting
the new descriptions identified in public
minds.

The Minister for Housing and Local Government has appointed an Improvement and Assurance Board to
help improve the performance of Merthyr Tydfil CBC. This follows critical reports of the council by the

CANOLFAN SOAR –
TRANSLATION SERVICE

An increasing number of companies and organisations
are looking for support with translation. So I was
pleased to offer my support to the launch of Lingo Soar
cyf a new company offering this service in Merthyr.
As we continue to support the growth in use of the
Welsh language in our communities then I believe new
business services such as this are really important.

THANKS TO SCHOOLS

In the lead up to Christmas I also had the
chance to visit a number of local schools
and take part in Christmas festivities and
prize giving.
I am always impressed by the efforts of our
schools, their staff and pupils and the
Christmas concerts are guaranteed to
provide some smiles and fun. Thanks to
you all.

RED CROSS

EMPTY HOMES
GRANT
With the support of the Valleys Taskforce the Welsh
Government has now made the empty homes grant
available in Merthyr Tydfil, and Caerphilly are
considering joining the scheme.
If you live in a Valleys Taskforce area you may be able
to apply for a grant of up to £20,000 toward
renovations.
£10 million has been set aside by the Valleys
Taskforce to help bring empty homes in the valleys
back into use. The scheme has been successful in
RCT and subject to meeting the qualifying criteria can
see empty properties returned in to use.

I was pleased to meet with the Red Cross and
discuss the wide range of services they now
provide to assist people at times of need and in
crisis. They played a role in relation to
supporting people in the recent residential
home investigations in Gwent, and also I met
Red Cross representatives on my pre-Christmas
visit to Prince Charles hospital.
The service at the hospital is funded as part of
the Welsh Government’s response to Winter
pressures and provides a “Wellbeing and Home
Safe Service” so that people leaving the
emergency department are adequately
supported on return home.

WELSH BUDGET
As members of the Senedd we are now examining the draft Welsh Budget. Each Senedd Committee
scrutinises Ministers on their spending proposals.
The whole process is truncated this year due to the recent UK General Election. However after a decade of Tory
cuts we are now seeing some money return to the system for our essential public services. It is still not enough
to make up for previous cuts in the Budget, nor to meet the wide range of demands for extra spending.
The draft Budget includes the initial settlements for both Merthyr Tydfil and Caerphilly councils who are
themselves involved in setting their own budgets.

SUPPORTING LOCAL POLICING
I have taken the opportunity early in the New Year to
spend time with both Gwent and South Wales Police
representatives.
Both Forces have had some successes in recent
months and it is good to be out walking local
communities with them, and de-briefing on key issues.
As always please use the 101 service to raise concerns
and share intelligence, and 999 in an emergency.
I am also conscious that in a few months we face a
further round of elections with the election of Police
and Crime Commissioners.

ADVICE
SURGERY
DATES

Friday 7th February: 10-11am
Rhymney Library, 45 Ramsden street NP22 5NZ
Friday 21st February: 1-2pm
Constituency office, 110 High Street, Merthyr Tydfil CF47 8AP
Monday 9th March: 3-4pm
Deri Library, 10 Glynmarch Street, CF81 9HZ

Dawn's diary highlights
Tuesday 17th December 2019
Attended Gwaunfarren School Concert and the
Night Out Young Promoters Event.
Wednesday 18th December 2019
Spoke at the Official Launch of Lingo Soar Cyf.
Thursday 19th December 2019
Attended the screening of the Harri Webb film
at the Redhouse.
Sunday 22nd December 2019
Attended the Ty Bargoed Newydd Christmas
Party.

Dawn joined Labour MSs and Union Members
at the Senedd to talk about school funding and
the Welsh Budget.

Friday 3rd January 2020
Met the new Gwent Police Inspector for the
Upper Rhymney Valley Area with
Gerald Jones MP, met a representative from
the Red Cross at my office and
attended the CLP election celebration at the
Spite.
Friday 10th January 2020
Held a drop-in advice surgery in Cefn Coed.

Dawn signed the Holocaust Memorial Book of
Commitment as we approach 75 years since
the liberation of Auschwitz. Dawn says: "Thank
you to Holocaust UK and I commit to continue
raising awareness."

Dawn met the Royal College of Speech and Language
Therapists for the briefing about their invaluable work.
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