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LISTENING TO LOCAL
EMPLOYERS
We are continuing our joint work around
the local economy and jobs with visits to
a number of local employers.
Today we visited EE on the Rhydycar
business park who employ around a
1,000 staff on this site, and are soon
recruiting for another 60 staff. There are
a range of opportunities in the
telecommunications industry and it was
good to hear that the site in Merthyr is
thriving. This is a really valuable local
employer.

Gerald and Dawn visiting EE

FUNDING FAIR A SUCCESS
Our recent funding fair held at Merthyr
Town FC was a success. Thanks to the
organisations and grant providers who
gave of their time and expertise to help
the many local groups who attended.
Hopefully the ideas and the advice that
was shared who will help more local
groups to find sources of funding for
their projects.
We both believe these are really
valuable events that bring together
people with the knowledge to help local
groups. Thanks to you all.

Funding fair advice session

A“SHARED PROSPERITY FUND”
The debate on our future relationship with the EU continues. One aspect of the
discussion that has received significant coverage is, what is called, the ‘Shared
Prosperity Fund’. We know that for several decades West and the Valleys have
benefited from the highest levels of EU funding, and we have demanded that
similar funding should be available to disadvantaged areas should we not be
members of the EU.
Unfortunately sufficient details about the Shared Prosperity Fund has not yet been
released. How much would it be and who would decide how it is spent? Would the
South Wales Valleys, including Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney, be able to claim the
levels of financial support that so have so greatly helped our communities in
recent times. This is one of the many uncertainties we currently face.
Gerald has called for clarity on this various times in Parliament and will continue to
push the UK Government for answers.

TRANSPORT FOR WALES (TfW)
Dawn met with TfW and discussed their plans for upgrading the stations and lines
in Merthyr and Rhymney. A short term response to improving capacity on the
Rhymney line has already ben made pending the arrival of new rolling stock.
On the Merthyr line in the coming years there will be the move towards the lighter,
electric trains (as you see in many cities) and the upgrading of stations. These
things cannot happen overnight due to engineering work etc but we welcome the
clear investment plans, the move to better integrate buses and trains and to
improve the experience for passengers.
Thanks to Welsh Government
funding we now see the start on the
new bus station in Merthyr Tydfil.
This is one example of the transport
investment in our communities. The
contractors are now on site and the
new bus station is closer to the train
station which will make for easier
bus-train journeys.

ECONOMIC INDICATORS
The UK employment rate was announced at 76.0%, a very small decrease on the
previous quarter, but the first downturn in some time. In Wales the rate was slightly
lower at 75.8%.
Unemployment in Wales stood at 3.8% (March to May 2019) which was the same
as the UK rate.
There is some evidence that UK wage rates are rising slowly after a very long
period of stagnation.
READY FOR BREXIT?
Given the ongoing uncertainties the Welsh Government has again urged
businesses in Wales to consider their preparations for Brexit. There is online
advice that is being updated as necessary and provides a valuable resource for
local businesses that may have trade across the EU. Read more on the Welsh
Government Brexit portal.
With the arrival of a new UK Prime Minister, and the uncertainty over the future
relationship with the EU, this will again be a critical issue for many local companies
in the months ahead.

IMPROVING BUS SERVICES
The Welsh Government are proposing new legislation to provide for the greater
regulation of local bus services. The legislation will be introduced this Autumn and
the National Assembly will scrutinise the legislation and the new laws might arrive
in 2021.

Our Local Economy
and Jobs
Join the Conversation
Gerald Jones MP and Dawn Bowden AM want to hear your views on the local
economy. They are happy to make a workplace visit so get in touch via our offices.
Gerald Jones MP: Oldway House, Castle Street, Merthyr Tydfil CF47 8UX
Dawn Bowden AM 110 High Street, Merthyr Tydfil CF47 8AP

