National Grid project briefing
Walham – Cilfynydd overhead line refurbishment
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Overview
Across the UK, National Grid is updating overhead
power lines to make sure that communities have the
power they need at the flick of a switch. Replacing the
wires of the power lines will ensure a safe and efficient
source of electricity is delivered across the country.
From mid-2017, National Grid will carry out overhead
line refurbishment work on around 250 pylons between
Walham and Cilfynydd substations. We will also carry
out a partial replacement of two pylons on this stretch
of line. The project is due to finish in late February 2019.

An example of our work

Work schedule
There will be three stages to our project:
Stage One: Preparation work – May 2017 to March 2018
• Survey and exploratory work at the base of pylons;
• Construction of temporary access gates, stone
pathways and erection of scaffolds;
• Safe removal of bird nests when wildlife is not present
and vegetation clearance for access to the pylons.
Stage Two: Refurbishment begins – April 2018
• Work will begin on sections of the 75km line.
Engineers will replace wire and equipment, inspect
pylon foundations, replace damaged or worn
steelwork and paint the structures, where needed.
The pictures on this document are of similar work from
elsewhere in the country;
• Partial replacement of two towers.
Stage Three: Project end – February 2019
• Once all the work is complete, any fencing and
scaffolding will be removed and we’ll leave any areas
affected by our work clean and tidy. Tree re-planting
will be carried out as part of the reinstatement of the
working areas.

Impact on the community
National Grid and its contractors will proactively manage
any impact on the communities close to where we work.
Some of the impacts of this project are likely to be
as follows:

Our work with the community

Impact

Action

Heavy equipment and materials will need large vehicles
for transportation to the area.

To reduce the impact on the condition of local roads, we
will take equipment and materials to a central compound
located along the overhead line. We will then use smaller
vehicles to run loads to different sections of the line.

We’ll need to close some short sections of road and
footpaths for a short time so that we can safely access
power lines.

Where it is difficult to protect crossings whilst replacing
and refurbishing the wires, we liaise with local highways
authorities to agree the necessary statutory closures. We
also seek to close roads for the shortest possible time.

Our engineering work can be noisy for residents
and businesses who are near the line.

We restrict our working hours to daylight hours and avoid
weekends where possible.

Pylon access for our engineers will require access
to private land.

Our Lands Team will discuss and agree with landowner’s the
access arrangements for our equipment and engineers.

Overhead refurbishment work does not disrupt electricity supplies in the area.
Community communication

Acting as a responsible business

We will have a community relations team dedicated to
the project from start to finish. They provide:

When we work in an area, we act as a responsible
business and support community activity where we can.

• A first port of call for residents and stakeholders with
questions, feedback or concerns about the project
via Freephone 0800 073 1047;
• Briefings for political stakeholders, including local
councillors and community councils;
• Written notification for residents and businesses near
the engineering work or affected by a road closure;
• Updates to the local media;
• Leaflets and posters to community information
points, such as Post Offices and Village Halls.

Our Community Grant Programme is aimed at
community organisations and charities in areas where
National Grid’s work is impacting on local people
through our operations and site activities.

For more information
Community Relations Team
Tel: 0800 073 1047
Email: nationalgridteam@jbp.co.uk

We also carry out education sessions for pupils in local
primary schools in partnership with STEM education
specialists Mad Science.

